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May 1, 2024 

May 5, 2024—Holy Communion 
John 15: 9-17 “Loving Friends” 

     This Sunday we will continue our focus on the Gospel of John 
looking at Jesus’ teaching of love. In our passage, Jesus first told 
the disciples to remain in his love just as He had remained in the 
Father’s love. Because if the disciples stayed in Jesus’ love, they 
would have the Joy of Christ fulfilled in them. 

     Jesus then went a little further. He commanded the disciples 
to love one another as Jesus had loved them. Next, He 
introduced the idea of friendship to the disciples. Jesus spoke of 
the highest price of friendship by laying down one’s life for their 
friends and then told the disciples that they were his friends. And 
if they wanted to remain Jesus’ friends, then they were going to 
have to do everything He commanded. 

     Depending on one’s perspective, it could really hard or really 
easy to friends with  Jesus. Remain in love with Jesus so you 
could have a joy-filled life and all you have to do to stay in love 
with Jesus was to do everything thing He commanded. Whoa! 
We have to do everything that Jesus commanded in order to 
stay friends with Him. That’s a mighty long list! Look throughout 
the four Gospels and see all the things He commanded the 
disciples and us to do. Where do we even start with such a long 
list? 

     Jesus told the disciples in our reading where to start. In verse 
12, Jesus commanded the disciples to love one another just as 
Jesus had loved them. And if they didn’t catch the reference 
there, the last verse of our reading has Jesus once again 
commanding the disciples to “Love each other.” 

     So, if we start out by loving each other, what happens next? 
For Jesus, he was to continue his journey to the cross in 
Jerusalem so he could lay down his life for his friends past, 
present, and future. For us today, what happens next is up to us. 
I believe loving everyone who crosses our lives is the best place 
to start. What says you? 
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Socks for 

Homeless Vets 
Drop them in the basket in the Narthex. 

Join Bascomb Youth (ages 6th to 12th grade) on  

Sunday May 5th from 4-6pm. Contact Nick Yother 

for details.   

Youth Group 
Join Bascomb Kids (ages kindergarten to 5th grade) on 

Sunday May 5th from 4-6pm. Contact China Allmon 

for details.  
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Visit Our  
Thrift Store!  

9550 Main Street 
Woodstock, GA 30188 

678-324-7937 
Wednesday – Friday 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Volunteers needed! If you are available to help,    
contact Bob Fetzer at  

BascombMissionThrift@gmail.com. 
Food Pantry needs: Canned Meats & Fruit,  

Hearty Soups 

Contact China Allmon if interested. 

ChinaAllmon@gmail.com 


